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EU Political Update:  

29 May – 02 June 2017

Week in Review – announcements and 

publications 
 

Digital Single Market: Council agrees compromise 

text for revised Directive on audiovisual media 

services 

On 23 May 2017, the Council agreed to a general approach on a proposal 

for a revised Directive on audiovisual media services meant as a response 

to technological and market changes brought about by the digital shift. The 

proposal provides rules to shape technological developments in order to 

protect EU citizens from hate speech, violence and terrorism, and other 

harmful audiovisual content whilst preserving freedom of speech. 

The compromise text consists of two main elements: (i) the same rules will 

now have to be applied by TV broadcasting and on-demand services, and 

the Directive's scope now extends to video-sharing platforms and social 

media services that provide a significant amount of audiovisual content; and 

(ii) stronger jurisdiction rules and cooperation procedures to address 

problems relating to cross-border services. Additionally, the revised 

Directive will make it easier for Member States to take action where a 

programme from a provider in another Member State presents a serious risk 

to its public security or public health. 

The proposal would also apply to on-demand service providers in order to 

ensure cultural diversity and includes provisions guaranteeing the 

independence of national regulators. Furthermore, more flexible rules on 

audiovisual commercial communications are likely (but with stricter requirements on alcohol and cigarette 

advertising). 

The agreed compromise text is a result of intensive work in Council under the Slovak and Maltese Presidencies. 

The proposal is intended to preserve the competitiveness of Europe's audiovisual industry, whilst also 

preserving the protection of minors, media pluralism, cultural diversity, consumer protection, and other 

fundamental values. 

The next step will be the start of negotiations with the European Parliament with a view to adopting the Directive 

as soon as possible. 
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Digital Single Market: Commission launches public consultation on 

Database Directive 

On 24 May 2017, the Commission launched a public consultation on the Database Directive in order better to 

understand how the Directive is used, to evaluate its impact on users and to identify potential needs for 

adjustment. 

The Directive, which was adopted in 1996, is meant to encourage the development of databases through 

appropriate legal protection and the use of data. It provides for two types of protection for databases: (i) 

protection of databases when original under copyright law; and (ii) databases for which a substantial investment 

has been made, and which can benefit from the "sui generis" protection. 

Since its entry into force significant evolution has occurred in the database market and in the role of data in the 

economy including several recent initiatives by the Commission to boost the European data economy. 

Additionally, evidence on application and effects of the Directive is scarce. A public consultation is therefore 

necessary to gather information on the functioning of the Directive in order to assess its impact on stakeholders 

and on the data market. 

The consultation will remain open until 30 August 2017. Once public submissions have been reviewed by the 

Commission, it will decide on appropriate next steps. 

Taxation: Council agrees on new system for resolving double taxation 
disputes within the EU 

On 23 May 2017, the Council agreed it position on resolving double taxation disputes within the EU. The 

proposal initially put forth by the Commission seven months ago is intended to improve mechanisms for dispute 

resolution between Member States where there are disputes over the interpretation of agreements on the 

elimination of double taxation. Where double taxation occurs, it can create uncertainty, unnecessary cost and 

cash-flow problems for taxpayers, and significant obstacles to doing business across borders. 

The proposed mechanism for dispute resolution will ensure that where income is double taxed, taxpayers will 

have a clear, quick and definitive process for resolving the issue. The proposal, which builds on Convention 

90/436/EEC on the elimination of double taxation in connection with the adjustments of profits of associated 

enterprises, requires dispute resolution mechanisms to be mandatory and binding, and mandates clear time 

limits, as well as an obligation to reach results. It also allows for a "mutual agreement procedure" to be initiated 

by the taxpayer, where Member States must reach an agreement within two years. Where that procedure fails, 

an arbitration procedure commences to resolve the dispute within a specified timeline, and an advisory panel of 

independent arbitrators is appointed along with up to two representatives from each Member State. The panel 

then issues a binding opinion for eliminating the double taxation in the disputed case. 

Regarding next steps, the Council will adopt the Directive once the European Parliament has given its opinion.  

Member States must transpose the Directive into national laws and regulations by 30 June 2019. It will apply to 

complaints submitted after that date for questions relating to the tax year starting 1 January 2018. 

 People on the Move 
There are no appointments of note this week. 

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/commission-launches-public-consultation-database-directive
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31996L0009
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-17-1232_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Consultation_Database_Directive
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/05/23-double-taxation/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:41990A0436
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/ALL/?uri=CELEX:41990A0436


 EU Political Update: 29 May – 02 June 2017  3 

 

This week in the Institutions 

European Commission 

29 May – 2 June 

 EU Green Week 2017 

29 May 

 Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis will receive Mr Steven Maijoor, Chair of the European Securities and 
Markets Authority (ESMA). 

 Commissioner Cecilia Malmström will participate in a "Civil Society Dialogue on EU Trade Policy" in 
Brussels 

 Commissioner Margrethe Vestager will participate in the online webinar "Europe Calling" with Mr Sven 
Giegold, Member of the European Parliament, in Brussels 

 Commissioner Julian King will deliver a keynote speech at the expert workshop on "Security needs hope: 
Better protection through enhanced cooperation" organised by the Forum Internal Security in Brussels. 

30 May 

  President Jean-Claude Juncker will receive Mr Donald Tusk, President of the European Council for a 
working lunch 

 Vice-President Jyrki Katainen will be in the Netherlands to deliver a keynote speech at the European Family 
Business Summit; and will meet social partners at the Social and Economic Council to discuss the 
European Semester 

 Commissioner Miguel Arias Cañete will receive Mr Rafael Villaseca Marco, CEO of GasNatural Fenosa 

 Commissioner Violeta Bulc will receive Mr Henri Poupart-Lafarge, Chairman and CEO of Alstom 

 Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska will receive Mr Axel Eggert, Director-General of European Steel 
Association (EUROFER); and Mr Geert Van Poelvoorde, President of EUROFER 

31 May 

 Weekly College of Commissioners 

 Commssioner Vytenis Andriukaitis will deliver a speech at the high-level policy debate World No Tobacco 
Day 2017 "Tobacco – a threat to development" at the European Parliament, in Brussels 

 Commissioner Carlos Moedas will be in Krakow, Poland to participate in Visegrad V4 ministerial meeting 

 

https://europa.eu/newsroom/events/eu-green-week-2017_en
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/civilsoc/meetdetails.cfm?meet=11496
http://www.kas.de/bruessel/en/events/73113/
http://www.kas.de/bruessel/en/events/73113/
http://www.ifb.org.uk/learn/events/4th-european-family-business-summit/
http://www.ifb.org.uk/learn/events/4th-european-family-business-summit/
https://smokefreepartnership.eu/news/world-no-tobacco-day-2017-policy-debate-on-tobacco-a-threat-to-development
https://smokefreepartnership.eu/news/world-no-tobacco-day-2017-policy-debate-on-tobacco-a-threat-to-development
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1 June 

 President Juncker will be in Berlin, Germany to participate in the 20th edition of the WDR Europaforum; and 
will meet Mr Frank-Walter Steinmeier, President of the Federal Republic of Germany, for a working lunch 

 President Juncker will participate in an official dinner with Mr Li Keqiang, Premier of the State Council of the 
People's Republic of China; and Mr Donald Tusk, President of the European Council, ahead of the EU-
China Summit, in Brussels 

 Vice-President Dombrovskis will receive Mr François Villeroy de Galhau, Governor of the Bank of France; 
and representatives of the Banking and Payments Federation Ireland (BPFI) 

 Commissioner Vĕra Jourová will receive experts to discuss collective redress in Brussels 

2 June 

 President Juncker and Commissioner Vestager will participate in the EU-China Summit in Brussels 

 Hight Represnetative Federica Mogherini will host the EU-China Summit in Brussels 

 Vice-President Ansip will be in Vienna, Austria to meet Ms Muna Duzdar, State Secretary for Diversity, 
Public Service and Digitalisation in the Federal Chancellery; visit an e-Government centre; hold a discussion 
with trust service providers; and meet Social Partners 

 Commissioner Malmström will deliver a speech at the 12
th
 EU-China Business Summit jointly organised by 

BusinessEurope and the China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) in the margins of 
the EU-China Summit in Brussels 

 Commissioner Moedas will participate in 3rd EU-China Innovation Cooperation Dialogue together with Mr 
Wan Gang, Minister for Science and Technology of China, in Brussels 

Council of the European Union 

29 - 30 May 

 Competitiveness Council. On the agenda: 

o Reform of the system of type-approval and market surveillance for motor vehicle – agree on general 
approach 

o Draft Directive aimed at carrying out a proportionality test before new national measures on 
professions are adopted – agree on general approach 

o Draft Directive laying down rules on notification for authorisations in the services sector – agree on 
general approach 

o State of play of the real economy 

o Implementation of the single market and the digital single market strategies – discuss progress 

https://registration.europa-forum.wdr.de/start/?L=1
http://www.eu-china-business-summit.eu/programme/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/compet/2017/05/29-30/
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o Future EU industrial policy strategy – debate to adopt conclusions 

o Space strategy for Europe – debate to adopt conclusions 

o Economic rationale for public research and innovation funding – exchange of views 

European Council  - The President's agenda 

1 June 

 Informal dinner with Premier of China's State Council Li Keqiang 

2 June 

 EU-China summit 

European Parliament 

Plenary, Brussels 

31 May 

Debates 

 Resilience as a strategic priority of the EU external action 

 Recommendation on the draft Council decision establishing a Multiannual Framework for the European 
Union Agency for Fundamental 

 Report on digitising European industry 

 Report on internet connectivity for growth, competitiveness and cohesion: European gigabit society and 5G 

1 June 

Votes 

 Resilience as a strategic priority of the EU external action 

 Recommendation on the draft Council decision establishing a Multiannual Framework for the European 
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights for 2018–2022 

 Report on digitising European industry 

 Report on internet connectivity for growth, competitiveness and cohesion: European gigabit society and 5G 

 Report on the proposal for a Council directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC, as regards rates of value 
added tax applied to books, newspapers and periodicals 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2017/05/26-tusk-weekly-schedule/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=AGENDA&reference=20170531&secondRef=SYN&language=EN
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Committees 

29 May 

 Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) 

29 - 30 May 

 Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). On the agenda: 

o Exchange of views with the Commission on the implementation of the Environmental Noise 
Directive 

o Exchange of views with the Commission on the package leaflet of pharmaceuticals 

o Exchange of views with the Commission on Greening the Common Agricultural Policy 

o Exchange of views with the Commission on the labelling of alcoholic beverages 

o Restriction of the use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment – 
adoption of draft report 

 Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE). On the agenda: 

o Exchange of views with Mr Patrick Ky, Director of the European Aviation Safety Agency 

o Assessment of Horizon 2020 implementation in view of its interim evaluation and the Framework 
Programme 9 proposal – adoption of draft report 

o Exchange of views with Mr Andrus Ansip, Vice-President for the Digital Single Market, as part of the 
Structured Dialogue 

 Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON). On the agenda: 

o Monetary Hearing with Mario Draghi, Chairman of the European Systemic Risk Board 

o Towards a pan-European covered bonds framework – consideration of amendments 

 Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI). On the agenda: 

o Rules on the exercise of copyright and related rights applicable to certain online transmissions of 
broadcasting organisations and retransmissions of television and radio programmes- consideration 
of draft report 

o Respect for private life and the protection of personal data in electronic communications and 
repealing Directive 2002/58/EC – exchange of views 

o Protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bAFET-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bENVI-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bITRE-OJ-20170529-1%2b03%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bECON-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bJURI-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
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bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data – exchange of views 

o Establishing an Entry/Exit System (EES) to register entry and exit data and refusal of entry data of 
third country nationals crossing the external borders of the Member States of the EU and 
determining the conditions for access to the EES for law enforcement purposes - Adoption of draft 
opinion in letter form 

o European Electronic Communications Code (Recast) - adoption 

 Committee on Budgets (BUDG) 

 Committee on Development (DEVE) 

 Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) 

 Committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) 

 Committee on Regional Development (REGI) 

 Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) 

 Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) 

30 May 

 Committee on International Trade (INTA). On the agenda: 

o Exchange of views with Cecilia Malmström, Commissioner for Trade, on Structured Dialogue 
European Parliament - European Commission 

o Exchange of views on the ruling of the Court of Justice of 16 May 2017 on EU-Singapore FTA 

o Impact of international trade and the EU’s trade policies on global value chains – consideration of 
draft report 

 Committee of Inquiry to investigate alleged contraventions and maladministration in the application of Union 
law in relation to money laundering, tax avoidance and tax evasion (PANA) 

 Joint meeting: Committee on Budgets (BUDG) and Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) 

 Joint meeting: Committee on Culture and Education (CULT) and Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) 

 Committee on Human Rights (DROI) 

 Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO) 

 Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) 

 Committee on Petitions (PETI) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bBUDG-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bDEVE-OJ-20170529-1%2b02%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bCONT-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bEMPL-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bREGI-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bAGRI-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bLIBE-OJ-20170529-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bINTA-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bPANA-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bPANA-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bCJ13-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bCJ27-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bDROI-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bAFCO-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bFEMM-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bCOMPARL%2bPETI-OJ-20170530-1%2b01%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN
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Court of Justice of the European Union – This week's judicial calendar  

Court of Justice 

30 May 

 Opinion – C-649/15 P– TV2 v Danmark / Commission – State Aid – Advocate General: Wathelet 

Appeal brought on 3 December 2015 by TV2/Danmark A/S against the judgment of the General Court 
(Eighth Chamber) delivered on 24 September 2015 in Case T-674/11 TV2/Danmark A/S v European 
Commission 

 Opinion – C-656/15 P– Commission v TV2/Danmark – State Aid – Advocate General: Wathelet 

       Appeal brought on 7 December 2015 by European Commission against the judgment of the General Court 
(Eighth Chamber) delivered on 24 September 2015 in Case T-674/11 TV2/Danmark A/S v European 

 Opinion – C-657/15 P – Viasat Broadcasting UK v TV2/Danmark  – State Aid – Advocate General: 
Wathelet 

Appeal brought on 7 December 2015 by Viasat Broadcasting UK Ltd against the judgment of the General 
Court (Eighth Chamber) delivered on 24 September 2015 in Case T-674/11 TV2/Danmark v European 
Commission 

 Opinion – C-122/16 P – British Airways v Commission – Competition – Advocate General: Mengozzi 

       Appeal brought on 26 February 2016 by British Airways plc against the judgment of the General Court (First 
Chamber) delivered on 16 December 2015 in Case T-48/11: British Airways plc v European Commission 

31 May 

 Opinion – C-164/16 – Mercedes Benz Financial Services UK – Taxation – Advocate General: Szpunar 

Reference for a preliminary ruling from Court of Appeal (England & Wales) (Civil Division) (United Kingdom) 
made on 21 March 2016 – Commissioners for Her Majesty's Revenue & Customs v Mercedes Benz 
Financial Services UK Ltd 

 Judgment – C-228/16 P – DEI v Commission – State Aid – Advocate General: Wathelet 

Appeal — State aid — Refusal to grant an injunction ordering the suspension of the decision of an 
arbitration tribunal relating to the electricity tariff which Alouminion SA must pay to DEI — Refusal to follow 
up DEI’s complaint concerning the alleged State aid granted to Alouminion SA — Reduced electricity tariffs 

  

 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6581/en/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-649/15%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-656/15%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-657/15%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-122/16%20P
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-164/16
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&td=ALL&num=C-228/16%20P
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