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OECD employment rate increases to 68.6% in the fourth quarter of 2018

The OECD area employment rate — the share of the working-age population with jobs — increased by 0.1
percentage point in the fourth quarter of 2018, to 68.6%. Compared to the previous quarter, the employment rate increased
in 26 out of 36 OECD countries. Across the OECD area, 571 million people were employed in the fourth quarter of 2018.

In the euro area, the employment rate continued to increase in the fourth quarter of 2018, by 0.2 percentage
point to 67.6%. Increases of 0.6 percentage point or more were recorded in Estonia, Luxembourg, Finland and
Slovenia. Declines in the employment rate were only reported for Latvia (down 0.6 percentage point), Lithuania (down
0.6 percentage point) and Portugal (down 0.1 percentage point).

Outside the euro area, the employment rate increased by 0.4 percentage point in the United Kingdom, and by
0.3 percentage point in Canada, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Japan, Norway, Sweden and the United States. On
the other hand, the employment rate declined by 1.0 percentage point in New Zealand and by 0.6 percentage point in
Turkey.

When compared to the same quarter a year ago, the gain in the OECD area employment rate (up 0.6 percentage
point) mainly reflects higher labour force participation rates and, to a lesser extent, a fall in the unemployment rate’. In the
euro area, the increase in the employment rate (up 0.8 percentage point, compared to the fourth quarter of 2017) is mainly
related to lower unemployment, but with quite significant differences across countries. The strong increases in employment
rates in Lithuania and Luxembourg primarily reflect higher labour force participation rate, while in Finland, Greece and
the Slovak Republic, they are predominantly related to lower unemployment. In Japan and the United States, the
increase in the employment rate reflects an increase in the labour force participation rate, while in the United Kingdom,
the contributions of unemployment and labour force participation to changes in the employment rate are more or less
equal.
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Methodological Notes: http://www.oecd.org/sdd/labour-stats/50273955.pdf

All rates and levels quoted are seasonally adjusted (s.a.). Data for EU countries and for some non-EU countries are seasonally
adjusted by the OECD.

Quarterly Labour Market Statistics: http://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=STLABOUR

Country Note: The statistical data for Israel are supplied by and under the responsibility of the relevant Israeli authorities. The use
of such data by the OECD is without prejudice to the status of the Golan Heights, East Jerusalem and Israeli settlements in the
West Bank under the terms of international law.

Contacts: For further information readers are invited to contact the OECD's Media Relations Division on
(33) 1 45 24 97 00 or e-mail news.contact@oecd.org

For technical questions contact stat.contact@oecd.org
Next release: 16 July 2019

! Foran explanation of how changes in employment rates can be decomposed into changes in unemployment and labour force participation rates
see footnotes 2 and 3 of Table 4 in this news release.
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Table 1: OECD employment rates and levels (15-64)
Employment as a percentage of corresponding working age population and levels, seasonally adjusted

Employment rates Levels

2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2008 2017 2018 Thousands

Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q4 -2018

OECD - Total 66.3 67.0 677 684 | 665|678 680 682 683 685 68.6 570,938
Major Seven 69.1 699 706 713| 69.7|707 709 711 713 714 716 344,251
European Union 656 66.6 67.7 686 | 657 |67.8 681 683 685 687 68.9 225,171
Euro area 645 654 66.3 67.3| 658 |66.5 668 66.9 672 674 67.6 147,438
Australia 722 724 730 738 | 733|732 735 736 736 738 74.0 12,137
Austria 711 716 722 73.0| 71.0|721 726 728 73.0 731 73.2 4,254
Belgium ™ 618 623 631 645 | 623|633 639 641 639 649 65.0 4,749
Canada 725 726 734 738 | 736|735 738 737 73.7 738 741 17,959
Chile 624 622 627 626 | 572|629 629 628 629 624 624 7,732
Czech Republic 70.2 720 736 748 | 667|740 742 745 747 749 752 5,161
Denmark (9 735 749 742 754 | 780|744 746 750 755 754 75.6 2,797
Estonia 719 721 741 748 | 701|745 757 739 746 747 758 638
Finland 686 691 700 721 | 712|699 709 713 721 721 727 2,485
France 63.8 642 647 654 | 649|647 652 652 653 654 65.6 26,848
Germany 740 747 753 759 | 699|753 756 756 757 76.1 76.3 40,733
Greece 50.8 52.0 535 549 | 615|53.8 538 542 548 552 556 3,788
Hungary 640 665 682 69.3| 56.3|684 687 691 692 692 695 4,411
Iceland 847 865 861 851 | 844|851 856 851 843 854 855 190
Ireland () 648 66.4 677 687 | 703|677 681 684 686 687 689 2,198
Israel 68.3 686 69.0 69.0| 600|691 691 693 69.0 69.0 689 3,699
Italy 56.3 57.3 580 585 | 58.8|58.0 582 582 587 586 58.6 22,580
Japan 734 744 753 769 | 709|755 758 764 768 77.0 77.3 58,163
Korea 659 66.1 66.6 66.6| 64.1|66.7 667 66.8 66.6 665 66.6 24,506
Latvia 681 687 701 718 692|705 711 711 717 725 719 871
Lithuania 67.3 694 704 724 | 646|705 711 713 720 735 729 1,329
Luxembourg ™ 662 656 66.3 67.1| 639|668 66.1 67.0 66.6 669 67.9 284
Mexico 607 610 611 615| 612|610 611 614 616 616 61.6 50,983
Netherlands 742 748 759 772 | 750|76.0 762 765 77.0 775 77.8 8,607
New Zealand 743 756 769 775 750|771 774 776 775 779 76.9 2,459
Norway 748 743 740 748 | 781|740 742 746 748 748 751 2,603
Poland 629 645 66.1 674 | 59.0|66.3 666 67.0 673 676 67.7 16,104
Portugal 639 653 678 69.7| 683|682 689 692 696 700 699 4,630
Slovak Republic 627 649 662 676| 618|663 665 671 672 679 682 2,553
Slovenia 652 659 693 711 | 681|697 704 705 709 713 719 969
Spain 57.8 596 61.1 624 | 651|614 616 617 623 626 63.0 19,361
Sweden 755 762 769 775| 745|769 770 772 774 776 77.9 4,965
Switzerland 792 796 798 80.1| 79.5|79.8 800 799 79.7 805 80.3 4,510
Turkey 50.2 50.7 516 520 | 451|518 523 524 519 521 515 27,714
United Kingdom 727 735 741 747 | 718|741 744 747 747 745 749 31,213
United States 687 694 701 70.7| 713|703 703 705 706 707 71.0 146,755

S

(1) Breaks in the Labour Force Survey for Belgium in Q1 2017; for Denmark in Q1 2016 and Q1 2017; for Ireland in Q3 2017; and for Luxembourg in
Q1 2015. Some of these breaks also affect, to some extent, aggregates for the European Union, euro area and OECD-Total.
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Table 2: OECD employment rates (15-64) by gender
Employment as a percentage of corresponding working age population, seasonally adjusted

Women Men
2018 | 2017 2018 2018 | 2017 2018

Q4 | Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q4 | Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
OECD - Total 60.9 | 60.4 606 60.8 61.0 612 | 76.0| 757 759 76.0 76.0 76.1
Major Seven 66.0 | 655 656 658 66.1 664 | 76.8| 764 766 767 767 76.9
European Union | 63.3 | 62.8 63.0 63.2 634 636 | 73.8| 73.3 735 737 739 741
Euro area 62.1| 616 618 62.0 623 625 725| 719 721 724 726 728
Australia 69.2 | 68.8 69.0 69.2 69.2 695 784 | 782 783 781 784 785
Austria 68.6 | 68.4 685 685 686 687 | 775| 768 774 775 775 776
Belgium (" 60.8 | 595 60.0 59.7 616 615| 682 | 68.3 681 680 682 685
Canada 710| 71.0 707 708 711 714 | 767 | 765 767 765 766 76.8
Chile 53.2 | 53.2 536 533 529 531 | 720| 724 718 724 718 717
Czech Republic | 67.6 | 66.7 671 675 67.8 68.1| 81.8| 814 816 817 817 820
Denmark 727 | 718 725 728 726 727 | 781 | 774 775 782 781 784
Estonia 714 | 726 710 710 719 718/ 781 | 788 767 783 776 799
Finland 706 | 696 69.8 70.9 705 713 | 735| 723 728 731 738 74.1
France 619 | 616 617 61.8 620 622 | 689 | 689 689 688 688 69.0
Germany 721 719 717 718 723 725| 79.7| 792 794 795 798 80.0
Greece 453 | 445 447 452 455 457 | 648 | 63.3 63.8 645 650 65.6
Hungary 62.3 | 615 621 624 622 625 76.3| 76.0 76.3 761 763 765
Iceland 825 | 830 825 814 829 832 875| 879 875 87.0 878 877
Ireland @ 63.3 | 629 629 632 634 635 741 | 734 740 740 742 744
Israel 66.4 | 659 66.5 66.2 666 664 | 71.7| 723 720 717 715 715
Italy 49.5 | 492 49.2 497 495 496 | 676 | 673 673 67.7 67.8 67.7
Japan 69.6 | 682 69.0 69.5 69.8 702 | 84.0| 83.3 83.7 84.0 840 84.3
Korea 572 | 57.0 571 5741 571 573 759 | 762 763 759 757 758
Latvia 70.1 | 69.2 694 704 703 703 | 736 | 73.1 729 731 748 735
Lithuania 716 | 706 704 70.8 729 721 | 733 | 715 722 732 741 737
Luxembourg 634 | 622 633 629 636 639 70.7| 699 705 701 702 71.8
Mexico 456 | 449 453 457 455 457 | 79.0| 789 790 79.0 792 789
Netherlands 728 | 717 719 726 732 735| 81.6| 80.8 811 813 818 820
New Zealand 730 | 728 730 7341 737 724 | 821 | 822 823 821 824 815
Norway 727 | 725 726 727 726 727|769 | 759 764 769 769 77.4
Poland 60.8 | 60.0 60.3 60.7 61.0 61.1| 74.0| 73.3 73.6 740 741 743
Portugal 66.9 | 65.8 66.3 66.9 67.3 67.0| 727 | 721 723 726 728 73.1
Slovak Republic | 61.2 | 60.6 60.9 60.7 61.3 61.9| 739 | 723 731 736 743 745
Slovenia 676 | 672 67.0 672 677 684 | 745| 734 738 745 747 751
Spain 56.9 | 56.1 56.2 56.8 57.0 57.3| 67.9| 67.0 672 67.8 68.1 68.6
Sweden 760 | 754 755 76.0 759 765| 79.0| 785 788 788 791 793
Switzerland 75.7 | 756 754 749 764 760 | 84.5| 843 843 844 846 845
Turkey 329 | 33.0 331 327 330 328| 709| 71.3 716 709 712 699
United Kingdom | 70.3 | 70.0 70.3 70.2 702 70.5| 79.2 | 788 79.1 792 789 793
United States 65.5| 651 652 654 657 660 76.1| 757 7641 761 759 76.2

(1) Breaks in the Labour Force Survey for Belgium in Q1 2017; for Denmark in Q1 2016 and Q1 2017; and for Ireland in Q3 2017. Some of
these breaks also affect, to some extent, aggregates for the European Union, euro area and OECD-Total.
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Table 3: OECD employment rates by age
Employment as a percentage of corresponding working age population, seasonally adjusted

Youth (15-24) Prime-age workers (25-54) Older workers (55-64)
2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018

Q4 | Q2 Q3 QM4 | 4 [@Q2 Q@3 Q[ Q4 [ Q2 Q3 4
OECD - Total 414 (1419 418 420 781|784 785 786 | 608 |61.3 615 61.7
Major Seven 449 |[ 455 455 459 80.5(80.8 809 81.1| 639644 64.6 64.8
European Union | 35.0 | 36.3 353 35.7| 79.9 804 80.6 806 | 57.7| 584 589 3593
Euro area 328 331 333 336 | 784|789 791 792]| 579|584 59.0 594
Australia 59.0 | 60.1 60.0 60.1 | 80.8|80.9 809 81.2| 64.0( 63.3 639 64.2
Austria 505511 518 521 | 844|847 846 844 | 527 (53.3 542 549
Belgium () 232240 261 26.0( 80.2( 80.1 80.7 80.6| 49.7 (| 49.8 504 514
Canada 57.0( 56.4 56.5 555 | 824|825 827 832]| 63.1]627 630 635
Chile 279|280 271 270 751|753 748 746 | 66.1( 657 650 658
Czech Republic | 28.8 || 28.1 284 287 | 87.0(87.5 874 87.7| 63.4 (650 654 657
Denmark (" 56.8 | 58.2 56.1 58.0| 819|826 83.0 824 ]| 691|706 714 715
Estonia 448 (| 445 377 416 | 848|842 844 854 | 696 |66.6 70.6 70.9
Finland 439 | 451 435 43.7| 815|823 826 835 | 63.6|651 654 659
France 292296 299 305 | 804|806 805 80.8| 52.1|51.8 522 526
Germany 46.8 || 471 472 475 | 845(84.8 849 849 | 70.7(|71.0 716 722
Greece 140 | 143 139 140 | 67.7 |[68.7 69.3 69.7 | 39.0 || 409 415 421
Hungary 2891290 292 293 84.0( 844 838 839 | 528 53.8 54.6 553
Iceland 748 || 748 754 757 | 89.4 (887 895 89.1| 828 80.0 824 816
Ireland (M 40.0 || 40.2 404 407 | 788|791 791 795| 589 (605 604 61.1
Israel 799|803 80.2 798| 675|672 67.0 67.1
Italy 174 | 17.7 174 178 | 695 701 699 699 53.1|53.7 53.8 53.9
Japan 426 || 455 461 471 | 847|852 854 855 742|752 752 758
Korea 266 [ 26.0 258 263 | 764 (764 763 764 | 67.7 | 66.9 66.6 66.5
Latvia 329 331 337 326 | 825|825 831 827 | 642|650 666 67.1
Lithuania 2991312 353 322 | 84.0(84.8 856 852 | 67.2|67.7 69.1 69.3
Luxembourg 239|258 28.3 30.7| 83.8|83.7 835 84.1| 40.0| 39.8 40.8 42.0
Mexico 40.7 || 411 40.7 405 | 714|719 719 719 | 543|551 555 557
Netherlands 63.2 |1 63.8 63.8 645 | 836|844 849 851 | 66.5| 674 682 68.5
New Zealand 56.4 | 56.6 57.6 56.0| 845|845 848 842 ]| 788|785 785 76.6
Norway 488 || 492 491 489 | 823 83.3 836 835 716|722 718 71.6
Poland 302311 308 309 | 814|824 829 822 | 484 |49.2 491 489
Portugal 26.6 || 27.0 278 275 | 83.6( 845 844 845 | 579 59.3 595 597
Slovak Republic | 27.0 || 27.7 28.2 27.4| 80.0( 80.7 815 819 | 54.1 (535 544 550
Slovenia 345372 338 334 | 87.1|87.2 87.8 882 | 44.7 | 46.7 474 49.0
Spain 211|217 217 221 | 737|746 749 753 | 51.1|52.0 525 531
Sweden 453 |1 448 451 453 | 86.3 | 86.7 868 871 | 764|776 78.0 78.4
Switzerland 62.8 | 62.2 63.2 63.1| 86.3(86.3 87.0 87.0]| 73.0| 731 722 727
Turkey 353348 352 342 | 617|613 614 609 | 357 (350 36.1 34.9
United Kingdom | 50.5 || 50.7 50.3 50.7 | 84.1 | 84.2 842 84.5| 644|653 656 654
United States 50.1 || 50.5 50.1 505 | 79.0( 79.3 794 79.7| 626 | 63.1 63.3 634

(1) Breaks in the Labour Force Survey for Belgium in Q1 2017; for Denmark in Q1 2016 and Q1 2017; and for Ireland in Q3 2017. Some of
these breaks also affect, to some extent, aggregates for the European Union, euro area and OECD-Total.
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Table 4: Decomposition of annual changes in the employment rates (15-64)
Between Q4 2017 and Q4 2018

Contributions to
Employment Labour force employment rate annual
rate Unemployment | participation | Employment change (1)
Percentage of rate rate rate annual percentage points
working age Percentage of Percentage of change
population labour force working age Perce_ntage Unemployment Labour force
Q4 - 2018 Q4 - 2018 population points contribution (2) participation
Q4 - 2018 contribution (3)
OECD - Total 68.6 54 72.5 0.6 0.2 0.4
Major Seven 71.6 4.6 75.1 0.7 0.2 0.5
European Union 68.9 6.7 73.8 0.8 0.5 0.3
Euro area 67.6 8.0 73.5 0.8 0.6 0.2
Australia 74.0 5.2 78.0 0.5 0.4 0.1
Austria 73.2 4.8 76.9 0.6 0.4 0.1
Belgium 65.0 5.7 68.9 1.1 0.5 0.6
Canada 741 5.7 78.6 0.3 0.2 0.1
Chile 62.4 7.6 67.6 -0.5 -0.3 -0.1
Czech Republic 75.2 21 76.8 1.0 0.3 0.8
Denmark 75.6 5.2 79.7 1.0 0.2 0.8
Estonia 75.8 4.4 79.3 0.1 0.7 -0.6
Finland 72.7 6.8 78.0 1.8 1.4 0.4
France 65.6 8.9 72.0 0.4 0.1 0.3
Germany 76.3 3.3 78.9 0.7 0.3 0.4
Greece 55.6 18.5 68.2 1.8 1.7 0.0
Hungary 69.5 3.7 72.2 0.8 0.1 0.6
Iceland 85.5 2.7 87.9 -0.1 0.2 -0.3
Ireland 68.9 5.7 73.1 0.8 0.6 0.2
Israel 68.9 4.3 72.0 -0.2 -0.1 -0.1
Italy 58.6 10.7 65.6 0.4 0.2 0.2
Japan 77.3 2.6 79.4 1.5 0.2 1.3
Korea 66.6 4.0 69.4 -0.1 -0.1 0.1
Latvia 71.9 7.0 77.3 0.8 1.0 -0.2
Lithuania 72.9 6.2 77.7 1.8 0.6 1.2
Luxembourg 67.9 5.4 71.8 1.8 -0.1 1.8
Mexico 61.6 3.5 63.8 0.5 0.1 0.4
Netherlands 77.8 3.6 80.7 1.6 0.6 0.9
New Zealand 76.9 4.7 80.6 -0.5 0.1 -0.7
Norway 75.1 3.8 781 0.9 0.2 0.7
Poland 67.7 3.7 70.3 1.1 0.6 0.5
Portugal 69.9 6.8 75.0 1.0 1.1 0.0
Slovak Republic 68.2 6.1 72.6 1.7 1.2 0.6
Slovenia 71.9 4.5 75.2 1.5 1.1 0.4
Spain 63.0 14.5 73.7 1.4 1.5 -0.2
Sweden 77.9 6.4 83.2 0.9 0.3 0.6
Switzerland 80.3 4.9 84.4 0.3 0.0 0.3
Turkey 51.5 12.3 58.7 -0.8 -1.2 0.3
United Kingdom 74.9 4.0 78.0 0.5 0.3 0.3
United States 71.0 3.9 73.8 0.7 0.2 0.5

(1) Contributions may not sum to employment rate change due to rounding.

(2) The unemployment contribution to the employment rate annual change is calculated as the opposite of the change in the unemployment rate between
Q4 2018 and Q4 2017 times the average labour force participation rate observed in the two periods.

(3) The labour force participation contribution to the employment rate annual change is calculated as the change in the labour force participation rate
between Q4 2018 and Q4 2017 times one minus the average unemployment rate observed in the two periods.
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