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This newsletter provides a selection of opinions and analysis from our EU legal experts on 

interesting policy developments, recent case law and new regulatory directions of major industry 

practices. It is released twice a week and covers, among others, areas such as: Competition Law, 

Trade, Energy, Finance, RRF, Data, IP and Privacy, Life Sciences, and Transport.  

 

The aim is to provide an up-to-date tool for quick and easy consultation on the most current and 

important topics at EU level. 
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European Commission 

 

State Aid: Evaluation of the COVID-19 State aid measures – rusults show that the financial 

intervention allowed for unprecedented levels of support while preserving the level-playing 

field - In 2020, Member States granted €384.33 billion under State aid measures for all objectives, 

of which €227.97 billion helped businesses seriously affected by the coronavirus pandemic to 

remain viable. 

 

 Link 

 

Mergers: Commission prohibits acquisition of GRAIL by Illumina - the European Commission has 

prohibited, under the EU Merger Regulation, the implemented acquisition of GRAIL by Illumina. 

The merger would have stifled innovation, and reduced choice in the emerging market for blood-

based early cancer detection tests. Illumina did not offer remedies sufficient to address these 

concerns. The Commission found that GRAIL and its rivals are currently engaged in an innovation 

race to develop and commercialise early cancer detection tests, and more precisely, the EC has 

found that Illumina would have the ability to foreclose GRAIL's rivals. The remedies offered before 

by Illumina did not adequately address the Commission's competition concerns so that it could be 

concluded that competition would be preserved on a lasting basis.  After the analsise, the 

Commission has prohibited the transaction. Case emphasize also the differences between EU and 

US approach as an U.S. administrative judge ruled last week to let the merger move forward. 

 

 Link 

 

 

European Council 

 

EU prolongs individual sanctions for a further six months - The Council decided to prolong the 

duration of the restrictive measures targeting those responsible for undermining or threatening 

the territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine for a further six months, until 

15 March 2023. The existing restrictive measures provide for travel restrictions for natural 

persons, the freezing of assets, and a ban on making funds or other economic resources available 

to the listed individuals and entities. 

 Link 

 

COMPETITION LAW AND STATE AID 

TRADE AND RUSSIA RESTRICTIONS 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5369
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5364
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/sanctions/restrictive-measures-against-russia-over-ukraine/history-restrictive-measures-against-russia-over-ukraine/
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European Commission 

 

Commission moves to ban products made with forced labour on the EU market - The 

Commission has proposed to prohibit products made with forced labour on the EU market. The 

proposal covers all products, namely those made in the EU for domestic consumption and exports, 

and imported goods, without targeting specific companies or industries. This comprehensive 

approach is important because an estimated 27.6 million people are in forced labour, in many 

industries and in every continent. The majority of forced labour takes place in the private 

economy, while some is imposed by States. The proposal builds on internationally agreed 

definitions and standards and underlines the importance of close cooperation with global 

partners. National authorities will be empowered to withdraw from the EU market products made 

with forced labour, following an investigation. EU customs authorities will identify and stop 

products made with forced labour at EU borders. 

 

 Link 

WTO 

 

Argentina initiates WTO dispute complaint targeting Peruvian duties on biodiesel imports - 

Argentina is challenging six measures relating to the imposition by Peru of anti-dumping and 

countervailing duty measures on biodiesel originating from Argentina. Argentina claims the 

investigation and imposition of the measures at issue appear to be inconsistent with several 

provisions of the WTO’s Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures, the Anti-Dumping 

Agreement, Article VI of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994, and Article XVI of the 

Marrakesh Agreement establishing the WTO. 

 

 Link 

 

 

European Commission  

 

State of the Union: Commission proposes emergency energy market interventions - On 

14.09.2022, President of the Commission, Ursula Von der Leyen, proposed emergency 

intervention in Europe's energy markets to tackle recent dramatic price rises. To ease the 

increased pressure this puts on European households and businesses, the Commission is 

proposing exceptional electricity demand reduction measures by at least 5% during selected peak 

price hours, which will help reduce the cost of electricity for consumers, and measures to 

redistribute the energy sector's surplus revenues to final customers. The Commission also 

ENERGY AND GREEN DEAL 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5415
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/ds614rfc_06sep22_e.htm
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proposes that Member States aim to reduce overall electricity demand by at least 10% until 

31.03.2023.  

 

 Link 

 

Commission registers two new energy projects under the European Citizens' Initiative - On 

07.09.2022, the Commission decided to register two European Citizens' Initiatives, entitled ‘Every 

European house equipped with 1 kW photovoltaic and 0.6 kW wind turbines using EU funding 

through the municipalities alone' and ‘Protect the EU's Rural Heritage, Food Security and Supply'. 

The organisers of the initiative on renewable energies call for action to build and install the 

necessary infrastructure to supply households (including in the most isolated villages) with green 

energy, with a view to reducing their CO2 footprint. Moreover, they call for educating people on 

the advantages of green energy and training municipality employees on environmental matters. 

Following the registration, the organisers have 6 months to open the signature collection. If a 

European Citizens' Initiative receives 1 million statements of support within 1 year, from at least 

7 different Member States, the Commission will have to react. The Commission could decide to 

take the request forward or not and will be required to explain its reasoning. 

 

 Link  

 

European Parliament  

 

Parliament backs boost for renewables use and energy savings – On 14.09.2022, MEPs voted to 

raise the share of renewables in the EU’s final energy consumption to 45% by 2030, under the 

revision of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED) -a target also backed by the European 

Commission under its "RepowerEU" package. The legislation also defines sub-targets for sectors 

such as transport, buildings, and district heating and cooling. Each member state will have to 

develop two cross-border projects for the expansion of green electricity. Member states with an 

annual electricity consumption of more than 100 TWh will have to develop a third one by 2030. 

MEPs also adopted amendments calling for phasing down the share of primary wood counted as 

renewable energy. The text was adopted with 418 votes in favour, 109 against and 111 

abstentions. 

 

 Link 

 

Slovenian Competent Authority 

 

Slovenia passes an emergency energy package – On 14.07.2022, a package of three laws designed 

to ensure a stable supply of electricity and gas this winter, the latest in a long series of measures 

to address the energy crisis, was passed by the Slovenian parliament. The government will be able 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_5489
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_5352
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220909IPR40134/parliament-backs-boost-for-renewables-use-and-energy-savings
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to declare a high-risk situation during which power plants and co-generation installations would 

be able to change their fuel, for example, switch from natural gas to diesel, without the need for 

a new environmental permit. It also provides the legal basis for the government to prescribe the 

maximum or minimum temperature in public buildings and lighting. While the legislation was 

passed without dissenting votes, some of the opposition abstained on the grounds that broader 

measures should be implemented. 

 

 Link  

 

Polish Competent Authority  

 

Poland to promote saving energy with new price scheme - On 14.07.2022, the polish government 

announced its intentions to put forward a plan that would benefit energy saving by combining the 

energy price rates with the amount of consumed energy. the government wants to create a 

scheme under which consumers who do not exceed a certain threshold of energy consumption 

would pay lower price rates than those who do consume more than the threshold. “This will 

encourage (the consumers) not to enhance the consumption,” the spokesman said. Two different 

approaches to calculating the threshold are under consideration, as reported by the media. In the 

first one, the annual limit is 2-megawatt hours. In the second one, the threshold equals 90% of 

last year’s consumption. Having overrun the limit, a household would pay higher rates.  

 

 Link  

 

 

European Central Bank (BCE)  

 

ECB Consumer Expectations Survey results – July 2022 – On 02.09.2022, the European Central 

Bank (ECB) issued the results fom the July Consumer Expectations Survey (CES). They results 

showed that consumer expectations for inflation over the next 12 months remained unchanged, 

while those for inflation three years ahead rose; expected nominal spending growth over the next 

12 months continued to outpace expected income growth; expectations declined for economic 

growth over the next 12 months and rose for unemployment in 12 months’ time; consumers 

expected the price of their home to grow slightly less over the next 12 months, while their 

expectations for mortgage interest rates 12 months ahead continued to drift upwards. 

 

 Link 

 

BANKING & FINANCE 

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/slovenia-passes-an-emergency-energy-package/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/poland-to-promote-saving-energy-with-new-price-scheme/
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2022/html/ecb.pr220902~02aed6871c.en.html
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Monetary policy decisions – On 08.09.2022, the European Central Bank (ECB) decided through its 

Governing Council to raise the three key ECB interest rates by 75 basis points. This major step 

frontloads the transition from the prevailing highly accommodative level of policy rates towards 

levels that will ensure the timely return of inflation to the ECB’s 2% medium-term target. Based 

on its current assessment, over the next several meetings the Governing Council expects to raise 

interest rates further to dampen demand and guard against the risk of a persistent upward shift 

in inflation expectations. The Governing Council will regularly re-evaluate its policy path in light 

of incoming information and the evolving inflation outlook. The Governing Council’s future policy 

rate decisions will continue to be data-dependent and follow a meeting-by-meeting approach. 

 

 Link 

 

ECB temporarily removes 0% interest rate ceiling for remuneration of government deposits – 

On 08.09.2022, the Governing Council of the European Central Bank (ECB) decided to temporarily 

remove the 0% interest rate ceiling for remunerating government deposits. Instead, the ceiling 

will temporarily remain at the lower of either the Eurosystem’s deposit facility rate (DFR) or the 

euro short-term rate (€STR), also under a positive DFR. The measure is intended to remain in 

effect until 30 April 2023. This change will prevent an abrupt outflow of deposits into the market, 

at a time when some segments of the euro area repo markets are showing signs of collateral 

scarcity and will allow for an in-depth assessment of how money markets are adjusting to the 

return to positive interest rates. 

 

 Link 

 

European Banking Authority (EBA) 

 

EBA issues revised list of validation rules – On 09.09.2022, the European Banking Authority (EBA) 

issued a revised list of validation rules for its reporting standards (Technical Standards and 

Guidelines), highlighting those which have been deactivated either for incorrectness or for 

triggering IT problems. Competent Authorities throughout the EU are informed that data 

submitted in accordance with these reporting standards should not be formally validated against 

the set of deactivated rules. In addition, the EBA also reactivated some validation rules, which 

should be applied again. 

 

 Link 

 

EBA issues Opinion on measures to address macroprudential risk following notification by De 

Nederlandsche Bank – On 12.09.2022, the European Banking Authority (EBA) published an 

Opinion following the notification by De Nederlandsche Bank (Central Bank of the Netherlands) 

of its intention to extend a macroprudential measure introduced in 2020 and activated on 1 

https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2022/html/ecb.mp220908~c1b6839378.en.html
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/pr/date/2022/html/ecb.pr220908~0705913289.en.html
https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-issues-revised-list-validation-rules-0
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January 2022. The measure imposes a minimum average risk weight on Dutch housing loan 

portfolios for credit institutions that have adopted an internal ratings-based (IRB) approach. Based 

on the submitted evidence the EBA does not object to the extension of the measure. In its 

Opinion, the EBA acknowledged the increasing systemic risk stemming from the Dutch housing 

market over the past few years and the deterioration of risk indicators since the introduction of 

the measure. The EBA highlighted the notable increase in house prices, housing loan LTVs, Loan-

to-Income (LTI) ratios, the share of interest-only housing loans as well as the declining share of 

housing loans with a national guarantee. 

 

 Link 

 

ESAs warn of rising risks amid a deteriorating economic outlook – On 12.09.2022, the three 

European Supervisory Authorities (EBA, EIOPA and ESMA - ESAs) issued their Autumn 2022 joint 

risk report. The report highlights that the deteriorating economic outlook, high inflation and rising 

energy prices have increased vulnerabilities across the financial sectors. The ESAs advise national 

supervisors, financial institutions and market participants to prepare for challenges ahead. 

 

 Link 

 

EBA’s annual Bank funding plans report shows plans to issue more debt instruments in the 

coming years intended to counterbalance expected decline in central bank funding – On 

15.09.2022, the European Banking Authority (EBA) published its annual Funding Plans Report. 159 

banks submitted their funding plans for a forecast period from 2022 to 2024. The Report highlights 

strong deposit growth and increase of public sector sources of funding in 2021. The plans show 

banks’ intentions to increase market-based funding over forecast period, while the gap between 

planned debt issuances and maturing targeted longer-term refinancing operations (TLTRO) in the 

coming two years remains significant. 

 

 Link 

 

EBA has been awarded top European standard for its environmental performance – On 

15.09.2022, the European Banking Authority (EBA) has become the first European agency in 

France to be registered for its environmental performance under the European Eco-Management 

and Audit Scheme (EMAS). The registration was issued by the French Ministry for the Ecological 

Transition for a duration of three years. The scope of EMAS covers all the EBA’s operational and 

core business activities. The EBA annual public environmental statement reflects the EBA’s 

progress on these commitments. In particular, as part of its environmental efforts, the EBA 

procures electricity from renewable energy sources. In addition, taking into account the lessons 

learned from the COVID-19 pandemic, the EBA has been complying with the EMAS gas emissions 

reduction targets by cutting by half external meetings at the EBA premises and staff missions. 

https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-issues-opinion-measures-address-macroprudential-risk-following-notification-de-nederlandsche-0
https://www.eba.europa.eu/esas-warn-rising-risks-amid-deteriorating-economic-outlook
https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba%E2%80%99s-annual-bank-funding-plans-report-shows-plans-issue-more-debt-instruments-coming-years-intended


   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

8 

 Link 

 

European Security and Market Authority (ESMA) 

 

ESMA organises workshop on post-trade transparency – On 05.09.2022, the European Securities 

and Markets Authority (ESMA), the EU’s securities markets regulator, stated that it will be 

organising a virtual workshop on post-trade transparency on 11 October 2022, from 9:00 to 17:30, 

Paris time. This workshop will cover the additional Level 3 guidance on the post-trade 

transparency information which has to be made public, with particular attention to the reporting 

fields included in Table 2 of Annex II of RTS 2. All interested stakeholders, in particular respondents 

to the regulatory technical standards – RTS 1 equity and RTS 2 – non-equity transparency – review 

are invited to register here by 30 September 2022. 

 

 Link 

 

ESMA publishes latest edition of its newsletter – On 07.09.2022, the European Securities and 

Markets Authority (ESMA), the EU’s securities markets regulator, has published its latest edition 

of its Spotlight on Markets Newsletter. 

 

 Link 

 

ESAs warn of rising risks amid a deteriorating economic outlook – On 12.09.2022, the three 

European Supervisory Authorities (EBA, EIOPA and ESMA - ESAs) issued their Autumn 2022 joint 

risk report. The report highlights that the deteriorating economic outlook, high inflation and rising 

energy prices have increased vulnerabilities across the financial sectors. The ESAs advise national 

supervisors, financial institutions and market participants to prepare for challenges ahead. 

 

 Link 

 

 

European Commission 

 

EU investment screening and export control rules effectively safeguard EU security – On 

2.09.2022, the Commission launched two reports which stated that foreign investment screening 

and export controls play a critical role in safeguarding European security and public order: the 

report on the screening of Foreign Direct Investments (FDI), and the report on the Export Controls 

Regulation. In 2021, the Commission analysed more than 400 foreign direct investments into the 

Union to ensure that no such investment threatens EU countries' security or public order. All but 

EU FUNDS AND RFF 

https://www.eba.europa.eu/eba-has-been-awarded-top-european-standard-its-environmental-performance
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2017.087.01.0229.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2017:087:TOC
https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/library/esma70-156-4944_final_report_-_rts_1_review.pdf
https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/library/esma70-156-4825_final_report_-_rts_2_review.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Registration-workshop-post-trade-transparency
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esma-organises-workshop-post-trade-transparency
https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/library/newsletter_august_2022.pdf
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esma-publishes-latest-edition-its-newsletter-12
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esas-warn-rising-risks-amid-deteriorating-economic-outlook
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two EU Member States now have screening mechanisms in place or are in the process of 

establishing them. Meanwhile, under the EU Export Control regime, Member States reviewed 

during the same year about 40,000 requests for exports of goods with potential military use to 

non-EU countries worth EUR 38.4 billion, blocking those exports in just over 550 cases. Executive 

Vice-President and Commissioner for Trade, Valdis Dombrovskis, said: “At a time of mounting 

security challenges, in particular Russia's unprovoked war of aggression in Ukraine, it is crucial to 

have our strategic trade and investment controls instruments up and running. In cooperation with 

our international partners, the EU deployed export controls to sanction Russia for its devastating 

war in Ukraine. The EU remains open to foreign investments, but this openness is not 

unconditional. It must be balanced. We must continue enhancing our capability to ensure this 

balance.” 

 

 Link 

 

InvestEU: Support for women-founded Green Generation Fund for sustainable startups – On 

2.09.2022, the European Investment Fund (EIF), backed by an EU budget guarantee from the 

new InvestEU programme contributed €25 million to the €100 million raised by women-founded 

The Green Generation Fund. KfW Capital provided €10 million. The Green Generation Fund invests 

exclusively in sustainable startups that make significant progress in CO2 avoidance, the circular 

economy, climate and resource protection, health promotion and biodiversity. The aim is to 

strengthen the new food tech and green tech industries and to contribute to CO2 reduction in the 

agricultural and food sectors. Funding is provided, for example, for plant protein extraction and 

innovations in fermentation and cell cultivation. In addition, the reduction of shelf-life substances 

in the food industry as well as more sustainable packaging, supply chains, carbon capture 

solutions and green tech software are being considered. The EIF's investment is one of the first in 

Germany under the new InvestEU programme. Paolo Gentiloni said: “Securing the green 

transition will require sustained investment. That is where InvestEU can play a crucial role. I am 

delighted that the new InvestEU programme is backing this EIF investment to support startups 

specialising in green technologies. This financing agreement will enable them to access the finance 

they need to invest in innovation, expansion and job creation. I am looking forward to seeing many 

other innovators follow suit.” The InvestEU programme provides the EU with crucial long-term 

funding by leveraging substantial private and public funds in support of a sustainable recovery. It 

also helps mobilise private investments for EU policy priorities, such as the European Green Deal 

and the digital transition. The InvestEU Fund is implemented through financial partners who will 

invest in projects using the EU budget guarantee of €26.2 billion. The entire budgetary guarantee 

will back the investment projects of the implementing partners, increase their risk-bearing 

capacity and thus mobilise at least €372 billion in additional investment. 

 

 Link 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5304
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5304
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5304
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5304
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EU Cohesion Policy: €155.7 million for a just climate transition in Sweden – On 5.09.2022, the 

Commission adopted the Just Transition Fund program (JTF) for Sweden. Sweden will receive 

€155.7 million in EU grants to support the country's efforts to achieve climate neutrality by 2045 

and mitigate the impact of climate transition. The transformation of the steel, minerals and metals 

industry, major emitters of greenhouse gases, will have a significant socio-economic impact and 

JTF support will help Swedish industry move towards climate neutrality, while maintaining 

competitiveness and supporting economic and employment levels in the counties of Norrbotten, 

Västerbotten and Gotland. The JTF supports territories facing the greatest challenges of the 

transition to a climate-neutral economy. L'(PTJT) and it is carried out through dialogue with the 

Commission in the context of the negotiations of the 2021-2027 Partnership Agreements and 

associated programs. The TJTPs, drawn up in close consultation with local partners, specify the 

challenges of each territory, as well as the development needs and objectives to be achieved by 

2030. They also identify the types of operations envisaged as well as governance mechanisms. 

specific. The JTF is the first of the three pillars of the Just Transition Mechanism. Approval of the 

TJTPs also opens the door to dedicated funding under the other two pillars: a specific scheme 

under InvestEU and a Public Sector Loan Facility for a Just Climate Transition that combines 

Commission grants with loans from the European Investment Bank. The Commission approved 

the partnership agreement in Sweden in June 2022. 

 

 Link 

 

Commission and European Investment Bank unlock up to €10 billion to support public 

investments in the territories in transition towards a climate-neutral economy – On 7.09.2022,  

the Commission and the European Investment Bank (EIB) signed an agreement on the Public 

Sector Loan Facility, the third pillar of the Just Transition Mechanism (JTM). The agreement paves 

the way for public sector entities in the EU territories and regions that need most support in 

Europe's transition to a climate-neutral economy to benefit from €1.5 billion grants from the 

Commission and €10 billion of EIB loans. Commission for Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira, 

said: “The European Green Deal is our strategy to achieve a climate-neutral economy and Cohesion 

Policy will help delivering our green objectives in a fair way. Thanks to this agreement with the EIB, 

the Public Sector Loan Facility will offer public authorities in the regions and territories that most 

need support preferential lending conditions for projects that do not generate sufficient revenue 

to be financially viable. The European Commission and the EIB will keep working together to 

support a fair transition that will leave no one behind.” The agreement is expected to mobilise 

between €18-20 billion of investments over the next seven years and it follows the launch of 

the call for proposals by the Commission worth €1.5 billion of EU grants. The Public Sector Loan 

Facility is one of the three pillars of the JTM, which is part of the European Green Deal to achieve 

EU climate neutrality by 2050. To be eligible, projects must be located in, or benefit, territories 

that Member States have identified in their Territorial Just Transition Plans as facing the biggest 

challenges to move away from fossil fuels and carbon-intensive industries. Public sector entities 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/es/mex_22_5347
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/es/mex_22_5347
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in just transition regions are invited to consult the relevant documentation and submit their 

proposals on the Commission's Funding and Tenders portal. Potential beneficiaries can also 

request advisory support from the InvestEU Advisory Hub. 

 

 Link 

 

EU Cohesion Policy: more than €65 million for a better water and wastewater infrastructure in 

Sibiu County in Romania – On 7.09.2022, the Commission approved a contribution of more than 

€65 million from the 2014-2020 Cohesion Fund for a better water and wastewater infrastructure 

in the Medias, Agnita and Dumbraveni regions, in Sibiu County, Romania. Commissioner for 

Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira, said: “Cohesion Policy is about concretely improving the 

living conditions for citizens in the EU in all regions. This project will significantly upgrade the living 

conditions of more than 35,000 citizens by improving the water and wastewater network. “The 

project will rehabilitate existing main water pipes and the distribution system and will expand the 

network. It will also build 26 new water pumping stations and rehabilitate old ones, 25 new 

drinking storage tanks and 25 new chlorination stations. For wastewater, the project will lay 55 

km of new sewerage network, rehabilitate 74.7 km of the existing network, and financed a 

wastewater treatment plant in Șeica Mare. Furthermore, this EU investment will help upgrade the 

control systems to monitor the water quality and it is estimated to create 33 permanent jobs for 

staff for the maintenance and operation of the infrastructure. Finally, it will reduce pollutants in 

water sources and ensure a continuous supply of safe drinking water and will have a long-lasting 

positive impact on public health while contributing to compliance with the EU Drinking Water and 

Urban Wastewater Directives. The full project is expected to be finalised in 2026. With this project, 

a total of €139 million are being financed by the EU Cohesion Policy funds in the Sibiu County 

within the 2014-2020 programming period funds. The effort is part of a vaster plan to improve 

water and wastewater infrastructure across Romania and, in the Sibiu County, it is complementary 

to two EU major projects covering other parts of the County for which financing was approved 

in February 2017 and March 2022. 

 

 Link 

 

InvestEU: €400 million EU loans for renewable energy projects in Portugal and Spain  – On 

7.09.2022, the European Investment Bank (EIB), backed by the new InvestEU programme, 

provided a loan to a construction facility by Aquila Capital. The financing will support the 

development and construction of renewable energy projects in Spain and Portugal over the next 

three years. The projects will be implemented in regions like Castilla y León, Comunidad 

Valenciana, Andalucía, Cantabria, Castilla La Mancha and Murcia, in Spain, and Setúbal, Coimbra, 

Evora, Leiria, in Portugal. The pipeline consists of more than 50 projects of mostly solar 

photovoltaics and onshore wind assets, with a total electricity generation capacity of 2.6 giga 

watts, a volume equivalent to the annual consumption of around 1.4 million households. These 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5390
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5390
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5390
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5390


   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

12 

projects will have an estimated yield of 5.3 terawatt-hours per year. The €1 billion construction 

facility consists of €400 million credit from the EIB – supported by an EU budget guarantee under 

InvestEU – and €600 million from a consortium of commercial banks. For the total project volume 

of over €2 billion, the remaining amount of more than €1 billion comes from funds managed by 

Aquila Capital. Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice-President for an Economy that Works for 

People, said: “Developing the infrastructure that will secure the objectives of the European Green 

Deal and REPowerEU will require significant financial support. InvestEU will play an important role 

in mobilising the financing. I am delighted that this programme is facilitating a €2 billion 

investment that will help Spain and Portugal fulfil their green energy potential.” The InvestEU 

programme provides the EU with crucial long-term funding by leveraging substantial private and 

public funds in support of a sustainable recovery. It also helps mobilise private investments for EU 

policy priorities, such as the European Green Deal and the digital transition. The InvestEU Fund is 

implemented through financial partners who will invest in projects using the EU budget guarantee 

of €26.2 billion. The entire budgetary guarantee will back the investment projects of the 

implementing partners, increase their risk-bearing capacity and thus mobilise at least €372 billion 

in additional investment. 

 

 Link 

 

NextGenerationEU: European Commission approves Dutch recovery and resilience plan – On 

9.09.2022, the European Commission adopted a positive assessment of the Netherlands' 

Recovery and Resilience Plan (RRP). This is a key step that paves the way for the EU to disburse 

€4.7 billion in grants under the Recovery and Resilience Facility. This funding will support the 

implementation of key investment and reform measures outlined in the Netherlands Recovery 

and Resilience Plan. The Commission assessed this plan against the criteria set out in the FRR 

regulation. The Council will now, in principle, have four weeks to adopt the Commission's 

proposal. The FRR is at the heart of NextGenerationEU, which will make available 800 billion euros 

(in current prices) to support investments and reforms in all Member States. 

 

 Link 

 

EU Cohesion Policy: €3.26 billion for Slovenia's economic competitiveness, digital transition and 

climate goals – On 12.09.2022, the Commission agreed that Slovenia will benefit from €3.26 

billion in Cohesion Policy funding between 2021 and 2027 to support the sustainable development 

of its economy. The details and strategy for these investments are set out in the Partnership 

Agreement between Slovenia and the Commission which was adopted today. These EU funds will 

address regional disparities in the country by boosting innovation and competitiveness, enabling 

the digital transformation of the economy, investing in social inclusion, vocational training and 

employment, and helping to achieve the country's climate and biodiversity goals. Within the 

framework of cohesion policy and in cooperation with the Commission, each Member State 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5390
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5390
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/de/mex_22_5427
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/de/mex_22_5427
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prepares a partnership agreement. Partnership agreements focus on EU priorities, setting out the 

strategy and investment priorities identified by each Member State. They present a list of national 

and regional programs tailored to the country's needs for the implementation of investments on 

the ground, including the indicative annual financial allocation for each program. The partnership 

agreement with Slovenia is the 20th to be adopted. They present a list of national and regional 

programs tailored to the country's needs for the implementation of investments on the ground, 

including the indicative annual financial allocation for each program. 

 

 Link 

 

EU Cohesion Policy: €467 million for cooperation actions in the North West Europe, Atlantic and 

Arctic area – On 13.09.2022, the Commission set up that it will invest €467 million from European 

Regional Development Fund in the 2021-2027 programming period for cooperation actions in the 

North West Europe, Atlantic and Arctic area – especially, in the field of environment and resilience 

against climate change. Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira, said: “The 

northernmost parts of Europe and the Atlantic and Arctic territories are defined by harsh climate, 

sparse population with distinctive cultural identity and extreme peripherality from the economic 

centres but also great opportunities for development. Cohesion Policy is there to help these regions 

and their population to cooperate, face challenges and grab opportunities to develop the huge 

potential of the area, its green development and renewable energy resources.” The Interreg 

Northern Periphery and Arctic programme worth €43 million, will promote projects in the field of 

energy efficiency in climate change adaptation and disaster risk prevention and in the transition 

to a circular and resource efficient economy. Interreg North West Europe programme, worth €310 

million, will finance projects on smart climate and environmental resilience, smart and just energy 

transition and transition towards a place-based circular economy. Finally, the Interreg Atlantic 

Area programme, worth €113 million, will support stakeholders to cooperate on both green and 

blue economy – for example, by investing in projects on innovation, social matters for youth 

employability and governance. 

 

 Link 

 

NextGenerationEU: European Commission releases additional 12 billion euros for recovery in 

Europe – On 14.09.2022, the European Commission issued €12 billion in a two-tranche operation 

under its flagship NextGenerationEU programme. This is the 12th syndicated operation carried out 

under NextGenerationEU, and the seventh of the year 2022. The operation concerned a new five-

year bond for an amount of seven billion euros arriving at maturing on October 4, 2027 and on a 

new 30-year bond in the amount of five billion euros maturing on October 4, 2052. Despite a 

difficult market environment, investor demand remained strong with combined offers of over 114 

billion euros, an oversubscription of more than nine times. Johannes Hahn, European 

Commissioner for Budget and Administration, said: “The Commission's NextGenerationEU 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5485
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5485
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5508
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5508
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program continues to benefit its beneficiaries and EU Member States. The funds raised will make 

it possible to continue supporting the post-pandemic recovery in Europe as well as the green and 

digital transformations that we so badly need. With yesterday 's operation, the Commission has 

released a total of €73.75 billion in long-term funding under NextGenerationEU in 2022, and 

€144.75 billion since the program launched in June 2021. Of this total, €23.75 billion have been 

issued since July 2022, in line with the financing plan established by the Commission for the period 

from July to December 2022, presented end of June 2022. Thanks to the funds raised, the 

Commission has so far disbursed more than €110 billion under the Recovery and Resilience Facility 

and more than €15 billion for other EU programs. Union who receive funding under 

NextGenerationEU. 

 

 Link 

 

 

European Medicines Agency (“EMA”) 

 

EMA starts review of medicines that contain pholcodine – On 02.09.2022, the EMA started a 

review of medicines that contain pholcodine following concerns that their use may put people at 

risk of developing anaphylactic reactions (a sudden, severe and life-threatening allergic reaction) 

to certain medicines called neuromuscular blocking agents (NMBA). Pholcodine is used to treat 

non-productive (dry) cough in adults and children and NMBAs are used in general anaesthesia to 

prevent spontaneous muscle movements to improve operating conditions. The review of 

pholcodine has been initiated at the request of France, under Article 107i of Directive 2001/83/EC. 

The review is being carried out by the Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC), the 

Committee responsible for the evaluation of safety issues for human medicines, which will make 

a set of recommendations 

 

 Link 

 

Committee for Veterinary Medicinal Products meeting result – On 08.09.2022, the Committee 

for Veterinary Medicinal Products concluded its two-day meeting, in which it adopted by 

consensus positive opinions for variations requiring assessment to align the product information 

with version 9.0 of the QRD template, adopted by consensus positive opinions for variations 

requiring assessment concerning quality-related changes, and started two parallel procedures for 

a wide variety of substances. 

 

 Link  

 

LIFE SCIENCES 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5526
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEX_22_5526
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/review-pholcodine-medicines-started
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-committee-veterinary-medicinal-products-cvmp-6-8-september-2022
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European Commission 

 

Transport: EUR 5.12 billion to upgrade key infrastructures across the EU - On 13.9.2022, a call 

for proposals was published under the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) programme for transport 

where EUR 5.12 billion is made available for projects aimed at upgrading and improving Europe's 

transport infrastructure. Projects financed under this call will help increase the sustainability of 

the transport network, putting the EU on track to achieve the European Green Deal's goal of 

reducing transport emissions by 90% by 2050. The call supports the European Commission's vision 

of sustainable, smart and resilient mobility. The EU needs a multimodal, efficient and 

interconnected transport system for both passengers and freight. This includes an accessible, 

reliable and high-performance railway network, improved inland navigation and infrastructure in 

seaports, balanced interconnection between different modes of transport and increased 

automation and interoperability for a more efficient and secure transport network. Applications 

may be submitted by international organisations, or public or private bodies based in an EU 

Member State, with the agreement of the Member State(s) concerned. Applicants must submit 

their proposal via the electronic submission system of the tender portal by 18 January 2023 at 

5pm. 

 

 Link 

 

Sustainable transport: EU boosts deployment of alternative fuel infrastructure with EUR 292 

million funding in 23 Member States - On 13.9.2022, the European Commission selected 24 

projects to receive EU funding for the development of alternative fuel infrastructure. They will 

receive EU grants totalling around EUR 292 million under the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure 

Facility to deploy corresponding infrastructure along the Trans-European Transport Network 

(TEN-T) in 23 EU Member States. In line with the objectives of the European Green Deal and the 

need to increase the EU's energy independence, the projects will contribute to making the 

European transport network independent of fossil fuels. The projects selected today will 

accelerate the creation of a comprehensive network of hydrogen refuelling and recharging 

infrastructure, which is necessary for the widespread adoption of low- and zero-emission vehicles 

for all transport modes. 

 

 Link 

 

Global Gateway: inauguration of the Maio Island Port in Cabo Verde to boost connectivity and 

green growth - On 7.9. 2022, the government of Cabo Verde, the European Union and the African 

Development Bank, together with Team Europa members France, Luxembourg, Portugal, Spain, 

TRANSPORT  

https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/funding-opportunities/calls-proposals/2022-cef-transport-call_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/news-events/news/transport-infrastructure-eur-2925-million-eu-funding-projects-contributing-greener-mobility-2022-09-12_en
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the European Investment Bank (EIB) and German development bank KfW, inaugurated a modern 

port on the island of Maio as part of a larger project to expand the archipelago's port 

infrastructure to boost Cabo Verde's sustainable economic development. This port infrastructure 

is an integral part of one of the strategic transport corridors in Africa that the EU intends to 

support. It is a clear demonstration of the kind of sustainable investment in partner countries that 

the EU is intensifying as part of the Global Gateway. The port will facilitate the transport of 

passengers and goods along the Praia-Dakar-Abidjan strategic corridor and significantly enhance 

the potential of Maio Island, designated a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, for environmentally 

friendly tourism and inclusive growth. 

 

 Link 

 

European Investment Bank  

 

EIB approves EUR 15.1bn for business, climate action, sustainable transport, innovation and 

urban investment - On 14.9.2022, the Board of Directors of the European Investment Bank (EIB) 

approved EUR 15.1bn of new financing to accelerate private sector investment, climate action, 

sustainable transport and urban development in Europe and worldwide. Among others, the EIB 

authorised the financing of new metro trains in Paris and Sofia, regional railways in Munich and 

tram trains in Karlsruhe, as well as a new programme to accelerate investment in low-emission 

company vehicle fleets across Europe. Also approved was support for road safety investments in 

Romania, the modernisation of the S1 motorway in Poland, and the upgrading of road links 

between landlocked Chad and coastal ports. 

 

 Link 

 

 

European Commission 

 

State of the Union: Commission presents proposal for a new Cyber Resilience Act - On 

14.09.2022, President of the Commission, Ursula Von der Leyen, proposed to protect consumers 

and businesses from products with inadequate security features. A first ever EU-wide legislation 

of its kind, it introduces mandatory cybersecurity requirements for products with digital elements, 

throughout their whole lifecycle. The measures proposed will lay down, rules for the placing on 

the market of products with digital elements to ensure their cybersecurity, essential requirements 

for the design, development and production of products with digital elements, and obligations for 

economic operators, essential requirements for the vulnerability handling processes put in place 

by manufacturers to ensure the cybersecurity of products with digital elements during the whole 

DATA, IP, AND PRIVACY  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/it/ip_22_5326
https://www.eib.org/en/press/all/2022-361-eib-approves-eur15-billion-for-business-climate-action-sustainable-transport-innovation-and-urban-investment
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life cycle, rules on market surveillance and enforcement. It is now for the European Parliament 

and the Council to examine the draft Cyber Resilience Act. Once adopted, economic operators 

and Member States will have two years to adapt to the new requirements. 

 

 Link 

 

 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

 

According to Advocate General Rantos, the provision of the regulation implementing the VAT 

Directive providing that an online intermediary platform is, in principle, liable to pay VAT is valid 

– On 15.09.2022, the Advocate General Rantos delivered his Opinion in Case C-695/20 Fenix 

International. Fenix, which is registered for VAT purposes in the United Kingdom, operates the 

online platform ‘Only Fans’ and is responsible for collecting and distributing the payments made 

by fans, charging creators an amount of 20% of the sums paid by their fans by way of a deduction. 

In respect of the payments involved in this case, Fenix charged and accounted for VAT on a tax 

base constituted by the 20% deduction. Taking the view that Fenix should have paid VAT on the 

basis not of the 20% deduction but of all the sums paid by fans, the United Kingdom tax authorities 

sent it, in April 2020, assessments for the VAT due. Fenix filed an appeal before the First-tier 

Tribunal (Tax Chamber) (United Kingdom) against the decision of the tax authorities, disputing the 

validity of the legal basis for the assessments at issue. That United Kingdom tribunal asks the Court 

of Justice whether the provision of the regulation implementing that directive which provides that 

an online intermediary linking service providers with their customers is, in principle, liable to pay 

VAT is valid in the light of the concept of ‘implementing power’ enjoyed by the Council under the 

FEU Treaty and the VAT Directive. In his Opinion, Advocate General Rantos recalls that an 

implementing act must comply with the essential general aims of the basic legislative act. 

Moreover, an implementing act must be necessary or appropriate for the implementation of the 

basic legislative act in that it provides further detail in relation to its content without 

supplementing or amending it, even as to its non-essential elements. In that regard, the Advocate 

General notes that the provision respects the essential general aims of the VAT Directive, is 

necessary or appropriate for its implementation and merely provides further detail without 

supplementing or amending it. 

 

 Link

 

The General Court largely confirms the Commission’s decision that Google imposed unlawful 

restrictions on manufacturers of Android mobile devices and mobile network operators in order 

to consolidate the dominant position of its search engine – On 14.09.2022, the General Court 

EU CASE LAW AND EUROPEAN PUBLIC PROSECUTOR OFFICE (EPPO) 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_5374
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2022-09/cp220151en.pdf
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delivered a judgment in Case T-604/18 Google and Alphabet v Commission (Google Android). 

Various complaints were submitted to the Commission regarding some of Google’s business 

practices in the mobile internet, leading the Commission to initiate a procedure against Google in 

relation to Android in April 2015. By decision of July 2018, the Commission fined Google for having 

abused its dominant position by imposing anticompetitive contractual restrictions on 

manufacturers of mobile devices and on mobile network operators. According to the Commission, 

the objective of all those restrictions was to protect and strengthen Google’s dominant position 

in relation to general search services and, therefore, the revenue obtained by Google through 

search advertisements. The common objective and the interdependence of the restrictions at 

issue therefore led the Commission to classify them as a single and continuous infringement of 

Article 102 TFEU and Article 54 of the Agreement on the European Economic Area (EEA). 

Consequently, the Commission imposed a fine of almost €4.343 billion on Google, the largest fine 

ever imposed by a competition authority in Europe. The action brought by Google is largely 

dismissed by the General Court and, in order better to reflect the gravity and duration of the 

infringement, the General Court considers it appropriate however to impose a fine of €4.125 

billion on Google, its reasoning differing in certain respects from that of the Commission.  

 

 Link

 

Monetary policy and bank resolution in the Eurozone: The Court sets out the limits of the liability 

of a central bank in respect of damage incurred by holders of financial instruments cancelled by 

that bank pursuant to reorganisation measures – On 13.09.2022, the Court of Justice delivered 

its judgment in Case C-45/21 Banka Slovenije. The Court finds that EU law does not preclude 

national legislation providing that a national central bank belonging to the ESCB is liable, from its 

own funds, for damage suffered by former holders of financial instruments cancelled by it 

pursuant to reorganisation measures ordered by that central bank, where it appears, during 

subsequent court proceedings, that either that cancellation was not necessary in order to ensure 

the stability of the financial system, or those former holders of financial instruments suffered 

greater losses as a result of that cancellation than they would have suffered in the event of the 

insolvency of the financial institution concerned, to the extent that the central bank in question 

is held liable only where it or the persons whom it authorised to act on its behalf acted in serious 

breach of their duty to exercise due care. Furthermore, the Court finds that EU law precludes 

national legislation which provides that a national central bank belonging to the ESCB is liable, 

from its own funds, within predetermined limits, for damage suffered by former holders of 

financial instruments cancelled by it pursuant to reorganisation measures, only on condition that, 

first, those former holders are natural persons whose annual income is below a threshold defined 

by that legislation and, second, the former holders waive entitlement to compensation for that 

damage by means of another legal remedy. The Court concludes that EU law precludes national 

legislation which provides that a national central bank belonging to the ESCB is liable for damage 

caused by the cancellation of financial instruments, pursuant to reorganisation measures ordered 

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2022-09/cp220147en.pdf
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by that central bank, in such sums as might impair the bank’s ability to perform its tasks effectively 

and financed, in order of priority, by the allocation to special reserves of all the profits made by 

that central bank as from a specified date, a levy on the general reserves of that central bank not 

exceeding 50% of those reserves, and a loan, together with interest, from the Member State. 

 

 Link

 

European Public Prosecutor Office (EPPO)1 

 

Operation ‘In Vino Veritas’ in Italy: €2 million seized in fraud case involving EU agricultural funds 

- On 16.09.2022, the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) announced that thanks to an 

investigation led by the EPPO in Milan and carried out by the Nucleo di Polizia Economico-

Finanziaria Milano, the Italian Financial Police of Milan (Guardia di Finanza Milano) seized more 

than €2 million from an Italian company.  The Italian company, which is active in the wine sector, 

is suspected of having fraudulently obtained EU funds related to the promotion of agricultural 

products within and outside the EU. The suspects were granted the funds in the form of a direct 

loan of more than €5 million, of which more than €2 million had been paid out already – this €2 

million was successfully seized, thanks to excellent cooperation between all authorities involved. 

 

 Link

 

Healthcare workers in Italy put at risk due to aggravated fraud relating to protective face masks 

and suits: more than €1.1 million seized – On 9.09.2022, the European Public Prosecutor’s Office 

(EPPO) announced that more than €1.1 million was preventively seized from two Italian 

companies operating in the medical supplies sector, at the request of the EPPO. The two 

companies and their director are suspected of aggravated fraud against various healthcare 

facilities and hospitals in the regions of Piedmont, Valle d’Aosta and Sicily, by providing them with 

more than 100 000 FFP2 and FFP3 face masks and protective suits without suitable certification. 

The investigative claim is that the director of the supplying companies refrained from reporting 

possible critical issues to the other health authorities who were using similar products. Both 

companies are therefore held administratively responsible for the crimes attributed to their 

director, as they did not have any suitable organisational model for preventing the unlawful 

conduct. 

  

 Link 

                                                

 
1 The European Public Prosecutor’s office is the new independent prosecution office of the European Union. It has the competence to 

investigate, prosecute and bring to judgment crimes affecting the EU budget, such as fraud, corruption, money laundering and serious 

cross-border VAT fraud. The EPPO starts operations on 1 June 2021, after the European Commission officially confirms the starting 

date on 26 May 2021. 

https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2022-09/cp220146en.pdf
https://www.eppo.europa.eu/en/news/operation-vino-veritas-italy-eu2-million-seized-fraud-case-involving-eu-agricultural-funds
https://www.eppo.europa.eu/en/news/healthcare-workers-italy-put-risk-due-aggravated-fraud-relating-protective-face-masks-and
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European Commission 

 

Commission seeks public's views on better protection for passengers – On 16.9.2022 the 

Commission opened a consultation regarding the EU's laws on passenger rights. While the current 

laws protect passengers on all collective modes of transport before, during and after their journey, 

challenges remain. These include, for example, the practicalities of applying passenger rights 

regulations, and problems due to delayed or cancelled flights around the EU in the summer of 

2022. Commissioner for Transport Adina Vălean said: “In the wake of two years of pandemic-

related disruptions with serious impacts on our travel plans, it is important to gather passengers' 

views on the rights that protect them. We need to learn from recent experience and see how we 

can ensure the system's resilience to extensive travel disruptions, across modes.” The consultation 

covers five key topics: 1) improved financial protection for air passengers against the risk of airline 

insolvencies and liquidity crises, 2) reimbursement of air passengers who book through an 

intermediary ticket vendor, 3) reimbursement in case an air passenger cancels because of a major 

crisis such as a pandemic or a natural disaster, 4) passenger rights for journeys involving more 

than one transport mode, and 5) improved enforcement of passenger rights in all transport 

modes. Consultation period closes 7.12.2022. 

 

 Link  

 

Commission opens consultation on passenger rights - The Commission will review the passenger 

rights regulatory framework, including to ensure its resilience to extensive travel disruptions, and 

including options for multimodal tickets. It will assess the options and propose, if appropriate, an 

adequate financial protection scheme to protect passengers against the risk of a liquidity crisis or 

an insolvency regarding the reimbursement of tickets and, if needed, their repatriation. To gather 

evidence, the Commission has opened a public consultation, which closes on 07.12.2022.  

 

 Link  

 

European Chemicals Agency (“ECHA”) opens consultation on proposal for a basic regulation - 

Current rules on the European Chemicals Agency (“ECHA”) date back to 2006. Since 2008, ECHA 

has been entrusted with new tasks set out in several pieces of legislation and ad hoc agreements. 

This initiative will propose a basic regulation for ECHA. It aims to: strengthen ECHA governance 

and adapt it to its future role and streamline the working methods of ECHA bodies and make their 

financing more sustainable. Consultation period closes 10.10.2022.  

CALLS 

New 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13290-Travel-better-protection-for-passengers-and-their-rights_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13290-Travel-better-protection-for-passengers-and-their-rights_en
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 Link  

 

Commission opens consultation on Common agricultural policy and update of conditions for 

market interventions in strategic plans - This initiative aims to clarify and correct certain rules 

of Regulation (EU) 2022/216 on EU countries’ interventions on agricultural product markets to 

be approved under Regulation (EU) 2021/2115. Consultation period closes 03.10.2022 

 

 Link  

  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13554-European-Chemicals-Agency-proposal-for-a-basic-regulation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13386-Common-agricultural-policy-update-of-conditions-for-market-interventions-in-strategic-plans_en
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European Commission 

 

Commission opens consultation on State aid rules for assessing State guarantees on loans - The 

Guarantee Notice describes how the Commission assesses State guarantees on loans to 

businesses and was last reviewed in 2008. The Commission will now evaluate how the Guarantee 

Notice has functioned over time. The evaluation will focus on the effectiveness, efficiency, 

relevance, coherence, and EU added value of the Notice. To gather evidence, the Commission 

plans a public consultation, targeted consultations, and a study. Consultation period closes 

21.11.2022. 

 

 Link 

 

Commission opens consultation on EU Framework for Forest Monitoring and Strategic Plans - 

The aim of this initiative is to develop an EU-wide forest observation framework to provide open 

access to detailed, accurate, regular and timely information on the condition and management of 

EU forests, and on the many products and ecosystem services that forests provide. This 

information will lead to more data-driven decision-making on forests. It is expected to increase 

public trust in forest management, reduce illegal logging, incentivise and reward more sustainable 

forest management, and support the adaptation of forests to climate change. Consultation period 

closes 17.11.2022.  

 

 Link 

 

Commission opens consultation on proposal for a legislative initiative on cross-border activities 

of associations - This initiative seeks to ensure full single market freedoms for associations, 

simplifying their cross-EU activities and promoting their fundamental rights. Current rules create 

obstacles, such as additional registrations, when associations operate across EU borders. This may 

distort the market for non-profit organisations, affecting the EU democratic space and the 

exercise of EU fundamental rights. Consultation period closes 28.10.2022.  

 

 Link 

 

Commission opens Call for Evidence on Aarhus Convention and State aid - The EU and its 

Member States are Parties to the Aarhus Convention on access to information. The Convention’s 

Compliance Committee (case ACCC/C/2015/128) found that the EU did not abide by the 

Convention in enabling people to challenge decisions on State aid measures. Therefore, the 

initiative will analyse the implications of these findings and assess options to address the issue, 

taking into account EU State aid rules. Evidence period closes 05.10.2022. 

Reminder 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13466-State-aid-rules-for-assessing-State-guarantees-on-loans-evaluation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13396-EU-forests-new-EU-Framework-for-Forest-Monitoring-and-Strategic-Plans_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13538-Single-market-Proposal-for-a-legislative-initiative-on-cross-border-activities-of-associations_en
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 Link 

 

Commission opens call for the revision of the Intellectual Property compulsory licensing of 

patents framework - EU countries currently regulate and implement the framework for 

compulsory licensing of patents in the EU using different, fragmented procedures. This means it 

is not efficient enough to tackle EU-wide crises. Also, the efficiency of the current EU procedure 

on compulsory licensing of patents for export to countries with public health problems 

(Regulation 816/2006) should be examined. This initiative aims to revise the framework, so it is 

adequately prepared & coordinated to tackle future crises. Consultation period closes 29.09.2022 

 

 Link 

 

Consultation on freezing and confiscating the proceeds of organised crime – The Commission 

has launched a consultation to assess current problems and the future of EU asset recovery, 

confiscation, and on the evaluation of Directive 2014/42/EU and Council Decision 2007/845/JHA 

regarding the economic gains of organised crime. Despite he recognition of the profit-based 

motivation and the threat posed by serious and organised crime, according to Europol only 2% of 

criminal proceeds are frozen and 1% confiscated in the EU. The Commission adopted on 14 of 

April 2021 a Strategy to tackle organised crime, which focusses on four priorities: 1) boosting law 

enforcement and judicial cooperation, 2) enhancing effective investigations to disrupt organised 

crime structures 3) eliminating the profits generated by organised crime – follow the money 

approach and 4) making law enforcement and the judiciary fit for the digital age. Consultation 

period closes 27.09.2022. 

 

 Link 

 

Feedback requested on evaluation of EU antitrust procedural rules – The European Commission 

has launched a consultation on Regulations 1/2003 and 773/2004, which set out the procedures 

for applying EU antitrust rules. These rules target companies abusing their market power and 

entering into restrictive agreements. This initiative aims to evaluate the procedures following 

changes to the economic landscape, e.g. digitisation, since Regulation 1/2003 entered into force. 

Consultation closes 06.10.2022 

 

 Link  

 

Commission opens public consultation on ‘CountEmissions EU’ - On 25.07.2022, the Commission 

opened a public consultation on transport-related greenhouse gas emissions. This initiative sets 

out a common framework to calculate and report transport-related greenhouse gas emissions. It 

can be applied by both the passenger and freight sector. Transparent information will allow 

service providers to monitor and reduce their emissions and improve the efficiency of their 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13462-Aarhus-Convention-Compliance-Committee-case-on-State-aid-implications-options_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13357-Intellectual-property-revised-framework-for-compulsory-licensing-of-patents_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12725-Fighting-organised-crime-freezing-and-confiscating-the-proceeds-of-crime/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13431-EU-antitrust-procedural-rules-evaluation_en
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transport services and will enable users to choose the most sustainable option. Consultation 

period closes 17.10.2022.  

 

 Link 

 

European Security and Market Authority (ESMA) 

 

ESMA Launches Call for Evidence On Pre-Hedging – On 29.7.2022 the ESMA published a Call for 

Evidence on pre-hedging. The aim is to promote discussion among stakeholders and gather 

further evidence on the practice of pre-hedging that could help ESMA to develop appropriate 

guidance. The Call for Evidence illustrates the arguments in favour and against such practice, and 

it requests contributions from stakeholders in order to properly delineate its admissibility in the 

context of Market Abuse Regulation (MAR) and MiFID/MIFIR. ESMA already addressed pre-

hedging in the context of MAR Review, identifying fundamentally diverging opinions on this 

practice: some market participants see pre-hedging as essential for risk management and the 

correct functioning of the markets, whereas other stakeholders consider that pre-hedging may 

amount to insider trading. Consultation period closes 30.09.2022 

 

 Link 

 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13217-Count-your-transport-emissions-CountEmissions-EU_en
https://www.esma.europa.eu/press-news/esma-news/esma-launches-call-evidence-pre-hedging
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EU Parliament 

 

 Plenary Session – Strasburg: 12-09-2022-15.09.2022 

 BUDG Committee BUDG: 3.10.2022; 10.10.2022 

 Committee ECON: 26.9.2022; 10 .10.2022 

  Committee IMCO: 10 .10.2022 

 Committee LIBE: 10 .10.2022 

 

EU Council 

 

 European Council 6 - 7.10.2022; 20 - 21.10.2022 

 

Eurogroup 

 

 Meeting - Brussels: 3.10.2022 

 

  

AGENDA 



   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

26 

DISCLAIMER 

 
This document has been prepared for internal professional development purposes only. It is also 

exceptionally addressed, as a courtesy It is also exceptionally addressed, as a courtesy, to a circle of selected 

contacts for information purposes. Reproduction and distribution to third parties is prohibited. It cannot 

under any circumstances be considered as legal, fiscal, accounting or any other kind of professional opinion. 

Grimaldi Studio Legale is at disposal for any further information and/or request and/or clarification. 

 
www.grimaldilex.com - info@grimaldilex.com 
 
Dear User, you have received this newsletter because you are subscribed to the Grimaldi Studio Legale 

mailing list. Should you no longer wish to receive our communications, Click here for unsubscribe. 

  

mailto:newsletterEU@grimaldilex.com?subject=Request%20to%20unsubscribe%20from%20the%20News%20Letter%20EU
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